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B Innovative: This design for the new iCon building has been pmpoud by The Space B KMK Architects: One of the five designs to be shortlisted for the iCon building,
Studio based in Birmingham, designed by KMK Architects based in London.

Building to be an
icon for Daventry

Iby Steve Mills

co.uk

ONE of these five designs
will become a landmark
building for Daventry as part
of the town’s redevelopment.

The five architects’ drawings
are on the final shortlist for the
design of the new L8million
iCon centre, which will be built
4 just off Eastern Way in Daventry

and will become a landmark for |
" anyone entering the town,

M iCon: Designs by David Grindley Architects of Milton Keynes, above,
and The Building Design Partnership of London, below. The iCon building will be'a

h centre ing hi-tech
industry and education, and
architects from across the coun-
try entered a competition to
come up with a suitably innova- |
tive design for it. ™

Experts will announce next
month which of the five designs
has won and the building is due
to be completed by the end of |
2009.

) ® For more on this story -ICon.Oneohhe other shortlisted designs for the iCon building,
A5 | turn to page 8. This one has been produced by London-based archi CONSARC.
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De3|gns blddlng to be an iCon

I by Steve Mills

co.uk
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A FINAL shortlist of five
| designs for the new iCon
building in Daventry has
been revealed.

The entries have been nar-
rowed down from 70 designs
that were submitted as part of
the first phase of the comperi-
tion.

The second phase will see
the five go up against each
other with the winner of the £8
million project set to be
announced on June 13,

The building will be situated
just off Eastern Way and will
link the worlds of technology
and education in a single pur-
pose building.

The shortlist sees three
architects from London, one
from Birmingham and another
from Milton Keynes hoping to
be chosen as the winning
design. The competition is
being led by the University of
Northampton and is supported
by the Building Research
Establishment and the Royal
Institute of British Architects.

The university has been
working with the East
| Midlands Development
Agency (EMDA), West
Northamptonshire
Development Corporation

(WNDC) and Daventry
| District Council on the iCon
project.

Paul Quinn, regeneration
manager for WNDC, said: “We
are delighted with the response
and we have had architects
| across Burope entering.

“We think it [iCon] will be

] judglng;The fudging panel who have narrowed down the shortlist from 70 down to five potennal designs for the new iCon buildmg in
Daventry. (photo submitced)

special for the people of
Daventry. It will be of regional
and national interest and there
is a lot of excitement surround-
ing this project.”

The shortlist was narrowed
down last month at Franklins
Gardens in Northampton.

Chris  Millar, leader of
Daventry District Council,
said: “The designs are fascinat-
ing and they are all very differ-
ent and it will be very interest-
ing to see which one triumphs.

“Looking at the designs, they
are very creative.

“We wanted to get some-

thing iconic for the people of

Daventry and we will certainly

end up with something that fits
that description.”

The building will feature 60
innovation units, a conference
room for 200 people, exhibi-
ton spaces, meeting rooms, 2
reception and networking
space.

Niall McLaughlin, senior
event judge from Niall
McLaughlin  Architects in
London, said: “The variety of
the building designs on show to
the judges was quite spectacu-
lar, with many entries demon-

strating the highest possible
standards of excellence and
innovative thinking in the fields

Have your say

I Write to Letters to the
Editor, Daventry Express,
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w Text DEVIEWS (space)

to 84070.
Texts cost 25p plus normal network
rates, See page 4 for detalls

of construction and sustain-
ability. It has been an extreme-
ly difficult process narrowing
this list down to the five short-
listed finalists.”

Frank Burdett, pro vice
chancellor of the University of
Northampton, added: “Judging
by the standard of entry so far
there is no doubt that the iCon
will have an outstanding and
positive impact upon the peo-
ple of Daventry. We are all very
excited at the prospect of this
becoming the key centre for
sustainable construction exper-
tise in the UK.”
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